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The Old Regime 

JEAN DE BREBEUF, "the found er of th e Huron Mission, its tru es t hero and it s 
greatest martyr, " may have stretched hi s wea ry limbs, and drea med his dreams 
of a heathen people casting away their idols and turning to th e worship of 

the only true God, o n th e hill-tops that overlook th e little stream- now known 
as K ettle Creek- th:1t frets its banks with man y a curve before it glides into th e 
great Jake, and bows with solemn courtesy to Erie's northmost waves . Over the 
dark maples and elms that climbed its sides th e he roic J esuit may ha.ve behtld 
that great white cross, fl oating towards him from th e country of the I roq uois, 
which he pictured to his awe-stricken and believing companions as be1ng large 
enough to crucify th em all. These hills may have echoed the fervent pmyers 
of the missionaries, and th e gri m curses of th e · savages, in those days, two 
hundred 8nd fifty years ago, wh en th e Jesuits from LDke Huron essayed to 
d raw into the fold of H oly Mother Church the untamed - and, as it proved, 
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untamable --denizens of the Lake Erie forests. Not improbable is it that m the 
short December days of that dark winter of I 640 the ice-bound stream, that lay 

stretched like a twisted cord of silver along the bottom of the ravine, was a 
mute auditor of the threats and revilings, a dumb witness to the buffetings and 
the scourgings, that wer.; the portion of Father Brebeuf and his uncomplaining 
follow·ers as they begged from hut to hut for sustenance and shelter-and begged in 
vam. 

Surmises these may only be, but true is it that in the autumn of r64o Father 
Brebeuf, than whom no nobler figure has crossed the pages of Canadian history, 
travelled many weary miles to plant the cross among the Indians whose home was 
on the north shore of Lake Erie. He had been toiling among the Hurons, who 
lived between Lakes Huron and Simcoe, with only limited success, but with zeal 
and earnestness never surpassed, and had seen th e finger of duty pointing him to 
the country of the Neutrals. So be girded himself, and set forth. This nation of 
the Neutrals occupied the beautiful region that fringes Lake Erie's shore from the 
Niagara to the Detroit River. It was a hunter's paradise. Deer abounded in the 
pleasant glades that like beads on the bosom of Mother Earth sparkled from out 
the darker setting of the forests, within the recesses of which bears and wolves 
found ample covert. The streams that paid perpetual tribute to the lake were the 
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home of innumerable fi sh, " good for the use of man." But th e people wh o 
possessed thi s land were li ttle deserving of their fortun e. Th ey a re described as 
having been, in their athl etic proport ions, the ferocity of their manners, and th e 
extravaga nce of th eir superstitions, un equall ed by any other American tribe. Th ey 
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were a branch of the Iroquois family, but took no part in the deadly struggle 
between the parent stock and the Hurons. Thus came their name. But neutrality 
in this one particular did not imply abstention from the game of war, and all the 
ferocity that found no vent 'gainst Iroquois or Huron was turned upon weaker 
v1ct1ms. The Neutrals were almost continually at war, and the disaster which event
ually overtook them was but a copy of the fate of which they had been the 
Nemesis to many an Algonquin tribe. 

When, in 164o, Father Brebeuf and his companion Chaumonot visited this 
people, their reception was what might have been expected. The angel of death was 
ever at their side-they could almost hear the fluttering of his wings. Contumely 
and starvation were their daily lot, and not in one out of the nineteen towns they 
visited were they allowed to plant the holy seed of which they were the bearers. 
Four months of never-ceasing persecution convinced the faithful priests that further 
work would be in vain. and in the melting snows of spring they slowly and sadly 
retraced their steps to Sainte Marie. They had seen the country of the Neutrals 
only in its winter garb. Had their eyes feasted on its loveliness in the rare days 
of June they would have felt that surely not for long could such a land remain 
the haunt of savages, the home of superstition, the abiding-place of nameless cruelty. 

The blood of the English E:trls of Arundel is said to have flowed in the veins 
of Brebeuf. Little could he have thought, as he toiled the long leagues from town 
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to town, that these intractable savages were but chaff on the shovel ot doom, 
soon to vanish forever from the scene; that for a century and a half this fair 
domain would lie fallow, knowing not the foot of man, and that then English blood, 
from humbler but perhaps not less worthy founts, should make of it a Christian 
land. 

Nine years passed away, during which no voice of Jesuit ag1in warned the 
Neutrals' unwiiling ears that the day of judgment was at hand. Brebeuf's l.Jlood 
stained the land of the Hurons; Brebeuf's captive soul founr! freedom in the 
infinite; Brebeuf's poor, mangled body bore silent but eloquent witness to the final 
sacrifice which had crowned a life consecrated to the service of God and man. 

Another year, 'twas 165o, and the Iroquois, with unslaked thirst for blood, 
poured their hordes upon the palisaded forts of the Neutrals. i\ few short mon'ths, 
and peace prevailed from the Niagara to the Detroit-the peace that, in future years, 
"reigned at Warsaw." Town after town had fallen before the fi erce onslaughts of 
the unconquerable Iroquois, in one fort sixteen hundred men surrendering to the 
grim tortures of the stake, or the still darker horrors of prolonged captivity. When 
the Iroquois recrossed the Niagara the Neutral Nation was a memory only . 

Thus ended the reign of the red· men in what is now the south-westem 
peninsula of the province of Ontario. 
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Alas, for them, their day is o'er, 
Their fires are out from hill to shore. 
No more for them the wild deer bounds, 
The plough is on their hunting grounds; 
The pale man 's axe rings in their woods, 
The pal e man 's sail skims o'er their floods, 

Their pleasant springs are dry. 

Such W'lS the savage drama, ending in darkest tragedy, being enacted in 
this leafy theatre what time the adventurous spirits of the Old World-the men 
uf Spain, and France, and England- were struggling for a foothold on the grim 
coasts of the Atlantic, and had even then begun to turn their swords against each 
other. When next we lift the curtain the old order of things has passed away for 
ever. The savages have been scattered, and their place upon the stage is filled with 
stout-hearted Frenchmen- coureurs de bois in search of peltrie~, soldiers of fortune 
in search of riches, soldiers of the cross in search of souls. We see La Salle, the 
determined; Tonti, the intrepid; H ennepin, the loquacious, coasting along this north 
shore in their birch canoes. We see Dullier de Casson, the soldier-Sulpitian, in 
r67o emerging from his winter quarters at Long Point, and, raising on high a 
IYOoden cross emblazoned with the arms of France, taking formal possession of all 
this land in the name of Louis XIV. We see on a breezy day in August, 1679, 
the -_ horizon broken by t-he first sails that ever whitened Lake Erie- the sails of 
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La Salle's -ill-fated Griffin, as with groaning masts it bears him proudly up the lake. 
We see Joliet, the explorer of the Mississippi, coasting lazily down with the current, 
and then urging his frail barque against the waters of the Grand River in order 
to escape that dangerous portage of the Ni<'gara, where Iroquois vultures are ever 
on the watch for prey. " Like a flock of blackbirds in autumn" are the myriad 
-canoes we see following Nicholas Perrot 111 1684 from Michillimackinaw to the 
rendezvous at Niagara, there to find that the hatchet hJs been buried, the pipe 
smoked, and peace proclaimed. 

Quickly tread events upon ·each other's heels. take Erie's bosom is covered 
with an ever-growing fleet, and soon the sombre garb of priest and fantastic 
attire of coureur de bois find contrast in the brighter trappings · of warlike men. 
Soldiers of Louis of France are passing upward, many of them never again to skirt 
these hills in canoe or bateau, And now we hear the clash of steel against steel, 
and word sweeps along the wind that at Ticonderoga, at Quebec, at Fort Duquesne, 
there has been war, and by its dread arbitrament Nouvelle France is Nouvelle France 
no longer. Over these sand-glistening hills, sloping to the southern sun ; over these 
lakeward-rolling tides; over these shaggy forests, no longer see we the white flag 
of the Bourbon, but proudly in the breeze is waving a new banner,- emblem of 
victory, progress, liberty, - the cross of St. George. 
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The Seven Years War had such an end. Then .for years Lake Erie's shores 
heard little sound beyond the lapping of the waves and the sighing of the winds. 
Dominion of half the continent passed from regal mother to democratic daughter, 
and the solitudes took no note. A few years more, and the day of the New 
Regime broke bright and hopeful. lVIen of English blood, although in many cases 
of American birth, were bending weary oars, or trudging weary leagues, in search 
of homes in this new land, over which floated the loved flag of their fathers . 
Soon from a thousand little clearings the woodman's axe rang out, and the 
falling monarchs of the fore.>t sang in reverberating tones the requiem of the past. 
Then came those d::~ys of 18 r 3, when the echoes of Perry's cannon and the war 
whoops of Tecumseh's braves told the sorrowing air that mother and daughter were 
at war once more. Peace came again, and for nearly four-score years its wings 
have shadowed 

...... ·-

A land that's rich in heart, 111 home, in hope, in · liberty ; 
An infant empire rising in the west, -

An infant race, a virgin soil, a freedom-loving land, 
A race that guard it with an iron hand. 
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The Ncvv Regime 

JEAN DE DREI3EOF, whose figur e rises mnjes!ic:ally above the mists involving 
the lesser characters which have moved across our stage, was the scion of a 
noble English house. Strangely enough, the form that first arrests atten

tion when the New Regime begins is that of a descendant of an equally ancient 
and honorable English family- the Earls of Shrewsbury. Colonel Thomas Talbot 
traced his lineage to the Conquerer's time, and it is not improhaL!e th at Arundels 
and Shrewsburys may have stood should< r to ~houlder in many a hard-fought fight 
against Saracen and Frenchman. This Thomas Tal~ot, whose name has been 
indelibly graven on th e south·weotern peninsu la of Ontario, was by birth an Iri,h
man, and in his youth had been \Yi th Arthur Wellesley -soon to become known 
to fame as the foremost captain of his time -· aide de camp to the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland. Entering the a rm y, at an early age he became a lieutenant-

. colo_nel, and the avenue to fame seemed clear b(fore him. But suddenly - some 
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say it was the petulance of a flouted lover- he threw up his comm ission, set sai l 
for the New \Vorld, and with the King's warrant for fifty thousand acres of land 
in his pocket settled down to the life of a recluse at Port Talbot, a charming 
spot in the township of Dunwich. Talbot's vagrant fancy had been caught by 
Ch:nlevoix's glowing description of this forest-clad nook in Erie's bills, and he found 
the reality all that the adventurous monk had painted it. Here, for nearly half a 
century, he reigned as autocrat. His name gave the title to the district, and to 
this day is perpetuated in a hundred ways throughout the peninsula. His rugged, 
unique personality, coupled with the almost despotic power be wielded, has left an 
impress on the history of the country that Time will be long in effacing. Through 
him, or in spite of him, the fertile county uf E lgin became rapidly settled by 
Scotchmen, Englishmen and Irishmen- not the offscourings of the isles, but 
ambitious and determined men, bent on making for themselves and their children 
happy and corr,fortable homes. Thus it comes that Elgin bas to-day a prosper
ous and intelligent population, <qual in all that constitutes good citizens with any 
people in the Dominion. 

In Lord Dufferin's words, "ever-broadening harvests, multiplying towns and 
villages, and expanding pastures," are the fruits of the century of toil which 
soon will be rounded out. Sown thickly in these Lake Shore Counties are 
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thriving urban commumt1es, kept in touch with 
the great world by manifold lines of railway, 
and enjoying all the privileges that are the meed 
of a rich, cultured and progressive people. 

ST. THOMAS. 

Largest and oldest of these communities 
stands the city of St. Thomas- its very name 
acknowledging the all-pervading influence of the 
founder of the settlement at the time when 
the growing importance of the infant town 

MAIN STAIRWAY, ALMA COLLEGE. demanded that a Christening be held. Its 

situation is ample justification for the precedence 
it has taken of its sisters. Lying nine miles from Lake Erie, it is almost midway 
between the Niagara and Detroit rivers. Around its northern and western bound
aries, one hundred feet below the level of the city, glides the little stream we 
have described, while on the south a winding, verdure-clad ravine leads a streamlet 
from Pinafore Lake to the Creek. It is these ravines, encircling the city, developing 
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m places to mile-wide valleys, which give character and force to the scenery, and 
make St. Thomas as a "city set upon an hill." Five minutes walk from any 
portion of the town brings the visitor to the verge of one uf these valleys, from 
whence the eye rests gratefully on a panorama of forest, stream and pasture. 

The opportunities which these beautiful ravines and valleys afford the landscape 
gardener for effective display of his art are infinite, and are certain to be taken 
advantage of as the city grows in wealth. Already, one charming spot, in the 
rounding corner of a ravine carved out centuries ago by the rolling floods, 
has been purchased as a city park, and the winding roadway Luild adown its 
hanks gives promise of what may some day develop into a ten-mile avenue 
around the city, following the ,inuosities of the ravines, shaded by patriarchal 
trees, and giving to the eye a feast of pastoral scenery that irresistibly recalls the 
hills and vales of England. 

Some g)impses of this scenery have been caught by the camera of the 
photographer, and transferreu to these pages. Imperfect imitations of the originals 
as they are they bear witness to the truth of the picture we have faintly drawn 
of the natural beauties of this, the most southerly city in the Dominion of 

Canada. 
Other illustrations treat of what man has done for St. Thomas. Popularly 

known as "The Railway City," it certainly owes a large measure of its prosperity 
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to the great lines of railway which the enterprise and liberality of its cJtJzens have 
brought within its borders. Chief among these is the Canada Southern division of 
the Michigan Central, the head offices and workshops of which are located in St. 
Thomas, and add thousands of worthy citizens to its population. The Loop Lin~ 

and London & Port Stanley divisions of th e Grand Trunk Railway form no unim
portant factor in the city's prosperity, and the Credit Valley division of the Canadian 
Pacific compietes the triumvirate of great roads which serve St. Thomas. In addition 
to these th e Courtright branch of the Michigan Central makes tributary to the city 
the rich and rapidly-developing district between St. Thomas and the St. Clair 
River. 

Happy 1s St. Thomas in being the home of nearly twelve thousand people, 
enjoying a higher average of prosperity than falls to the lot of any other 
community of equal size in the Dominion. To the railway companies credit 
must be given for this, but also in some degree to the magnificent character of 
the agricultural country by which the city is surrounded, and to the manufacturing 
industries which, from wood and iron, form many products that find constant sale 
in distant provinces and lands. 

Free from the poverty, the stifling tenements, the soul-stirring contrasts, of 
larger places, - this mod el little town enjoys all the advantages which civilization 
has carried in its train for those who conE,regate in cities. An educational 
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centre, St. Thomas rej oices m the possesswn of the largest and best-equipped 
institut ion in the Dominion for the higher education of young women- Alma 
College. This institution has to -day the largest roll-call of students of any ladies' 
coll ege in the country. Its management is energetic, its met hods modern, its 
c urri culum high, its resul ts surpri si ngly good. A Collegiate Institute, the equal of 
any in a province noted for its Institutes; a Central School ; four large ward 
schools; a separate school; an excell ent private Business College, and a public 
Art School, complete the provision made by St. Thomas for the education of its 
youth, and testify most effectuall y that the schoolmaster is abroad. A Free Library, 
the property of th e city, is equipped with thousands of books, and its read ing 
rooms are open to all. In every quarter of the city rears the proud bead of some 
stately ed ifi ce dedicated ''To the kn own God." Churches are as plentiful as 
denominati ons -- more plentiful, in fact, for the Methodists support three, the 
Episcopalians two, the P resbyterians two and the Bapti sts two. The other 
denom inations represented are the Roman Catholics, Congregation~li sts, Disciples, 
Latter Day Saints and th e Salvation Arm y. A system of waterworks covering all 
portions of the city has just been constructed, and in connection with an efficient 
brigade furni shes ample fire protection. A handsome stru ctu re, "The Amasa ·wood 
H ospital," is ded ica ted to those poor mortals who worship at the shrine of Our 
Lady of Pain. whil e a similar institution, but private in its character, is devoted 
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to the sick and wounded members of the railway service. The aged and infirm 
poor are cared for in "The Thomas YVilliams Home," the burden of maintaining 
which has been assumed by benevolently disp0sed ladies. St. Thomas is a city of 
fraternal and benevolent associations, and few there be of its citizens who are not 
members of some society designed to relieve the distressed and assist the needy 
and deserving. Three chartered banks and five loan societies attend to the financial 
business of the citizens, while wholesale and retail stores, carrying stocks that in 
size and quality would bear comparison with any in the province, prove that the 
people of St. Thomas have both the taste to desire fine goods and the means 
wherewith to gratify .their tastes. 

By the character of its location, of its railway possessions, and of its people, 
St. Thomas stands to-day at the head of the smaller cities of -the Dominion as a 
business centre. · As a place of residence it is peculiarly attractive. The same 
characteristics of climate and of country which made this land so dear to the heart 
of the red man three hundred years ago, prevail to-day, and have a similar 
effect upon his pale-faced successor. Lake Erie's breezes temper, as of yore, 
the heats of summer, and its waters still m1t1gate the rigors of the Canadian 
winter. A goodly town, within a goodly land, well may its citiznes confess that 
their lines have been cast in pleasant places. 
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The Journal 

THIS little souvenir of St. Thomas is published m commemoration of the 
removal of THE JoURNAL into new premises on the corner of Talbot and 
Hiawatha streets. An illustration of the new building, to be found on another 

page, shows the character of the structure. It is built of Credit Valley red stone and 
Milton red pressed brick, faced with Berea white stone. It is the finest private 
building in the city, and is said by judges to be the handsomest office occupied 
by any newspaper in the Dominion outside of Toronto. 

THE JOURNAL has striven to erect a building creditable to the city and to 
itself. Its aim has been to make its new home a model office, and its constant 
endeavor will be to make that home the office of a model paper. 

THE JOURNAL recognises the fact that a newspaper, to deserve the name, must 
be conducted as a quasi-public institution. It may be the property of one man, 
and yet must be the property of all men, inasmuch as all men must have the 
right to call on it for help when injustice is being worked, when the strong 
oppress the weak, when public servants go awry, or public interests are imperilled. 
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The daily paper is the people's watchdog, and when it becomes the slave of 
party, prejudice or purse its day of usefulness is dead. 

THE JOURNAL has striven to do its whole duty by ·the people of St. Thomas 
and the Lake Shore Counties. It is a party paper, but not a party slave: its 
columns have never been polluted to gratify individual or class prejudice, and its 
first care has ever been- the interests of its constituents. That it has not wholly 
failed in carrying out its designs is partly proven by the material success it has 
attained, the tangible evidence of which is to be found in the splendid building 
it now occupies 

THE JouRNAL's work in the past has spoken for it. This new building speaks 
for it, telling of its confidence in St. Thomas, its pride in St. Thomas, its hope 
for St. Thomas. The future, if fulfillment weds design, will repeat the legend 
that THE JouRNAL is published for the people. 
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